
Celebrating the Eucharist: the story that wrote the book 
 
Contacts:  
 Father Patrick Malloy, malloy@rcn.com or 610-435-0782] 
 Mrs. Elizabeth House, ehhouse@yahoo.com or 610-291-9260 
 
[Allentown, PA] A local priest has written a book that will impact church communities 
across the country and beyond his denomination. That’s the news. A local Episcopal 
church, however, is the story.  
 
Grace Episcopal Church, Fifth and Linden, Allentown, referred to at a national 
conference as “the largest small church in the USA,” will celebrate the book’s launch on 
Sunday, January 20, at 4:00 p.m. with a service and dinner to which the pubic is invited. 
[More about this below] 
 
Episcopal spiritual writer Barbara Crafton extols Celebrating the Eucharist (Church 
Publishing 2007) by Grace Church’s rector, Father Patrick Malloy, as “the book a 
generation of priests will turn to in making decisions about liturgy that will help 
congregations encounter Christ in the sacrament. It is written with love and respect for 
both our ancient tradition and for the modern communities in which Eucharist is 
celebrated.  Much more than a how-to for priests, Patrick Malloy has given us all a way 
to think about what happens when Christ is manifest as bread and wine are shared, and 
about how physical actions show forth that mystery for all in the community to see and 
receive."  
 
The book flows from scholarship and practice, especially the six-year experience of 
Malloy and the Grace Church congregation “as they have joined together to celebrate the 
Eucharist, respecting both the rich ancient heritage of the Anglican Communion and the 
authentic and specific truths of their lives in the world today,” according to the 
congregation’s senior warden, Elizabeth House. 
   
“We have discovered vital connections in the blending of old and new,” House says, 
“connections to the ancient past, to Christians of differing views, to all who seek God by 
whatever name and by whatever means, connections with one another; and with God. We 
have, for example, pulled up the pews that faced the altar and rearranged them to face 
each another. This new kind of seating is reminiscent of monasteries of the middle ages 
but also based in modern theological understandings of finding God in community with 
the knowledge that Christ remains alive in the world through the Church, his body, which 
is made up of his people.”  
 
Roman Catholic Jesuit priest and theologian John Baldovin who teaches at a Catholic 
seminary on the Harvard campus calls Malloy “one of the finest pastoral liturgists writing 
in America today. The usefulness of this work will extend far beyond the Anglican 
tradition to Roman Catholics and all who take liturgical practice seriously. I know that 
my own students will find it extremely helpful. I plan to recommend it to them and to my 



Roman Catholic colleagues. Malloy writes with insight, common sense, and great 
sensitivity to the nature of liturgy.” 
 
In the preface of the book, Malloy writes, “Annie Dillard famously wrote that Sunday 
congregations are like children with chemistry sets mixing up batches of TNT. They are 
blind to the power they hold … For six years, the people of Grace Church in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, have realized that they were dealing with explosives, and they have 
handled them carefully. They have worked to celebrate the Sunday Eucharist with as 
much authenticity as they can muster, recognizing what is at stake.” 
 
He says the congregation’s understanding of faith through liturgy has “empowered us to 
go into the world to show God’s love to the poor and the oppressed. For many years, we 
at Grace Church have been discovering how our extensive social outreach, our rich 
common life, and our liturgy flow in and out of one another. They are all so intimately 
linked that we can hardly say where one ends and the other begins.” 
 
“The publication of Father Malloy’s book,” House says, “is an opportunity for us to 
rejoice, not only in his work, but also in our shared life and how celebrating the Eucharist 
is at the heart of it. On January 20, 4:00 pm, we will gather first at the 
church to celebrate the Eucharist, as is only fitting, and then move to a reception and 
dinner.” 
 
“We would be delighted and honored if you would be with us that day,” she writes in a 
public invitation, but asks that those interested respond as soon as possible by calling the 
church office at 610-435-0782. 
 
The preacher at the afternoon Eucharist will be Episcopal priest and spiritual writer 
Barbara Cawthorne Crafton, known throughout the Episcopal Church as the gifted author 
of many books, spiritual retreat leader, columnist and creator of The Geranium Farm, 
www.geraniumfarm.org. Onetime rector of St. Clement's Church in Manhattan's Theatre 
district, a chaplain on the waterfront of New York and at Ground Zero during the 
recovery effort after the World Trade Center bombing, she has also served both historic 
Trinity Church Wall Street and St. John's Church in Greenwich Village. 
 
Father Malloy had been a Roman Catholic deacon and a member of the Standing 
Commission on Liturgy and Music of the Episcopal Church, He holds a Ph.D. in 
liturgical studies from the University of Notre Dame. He was a staff member of the Notre 
Dame Center for Pastoral Liturgy and taught at St. John’s University, Collegeville, MN, 
and Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, before coming to Grace Church. Diocese of 
Bethlehem Bishop Paul Marshall received him as an Episcopal deacon and ordained him 
as a priest of the Episcopal Church in 2001. 
 
He wrote the book at the invitation of Church Publishing, the national publishing house 
of the Episcopal Church, to provide practical help and historical and theological insights 
into what is most significant about celebrating the Eucharist. 
 

http://www.geraniumfarm.org/


The outreach ministries sponsored by Grace Church and others that have found a home at 
the church have given Grace a reputation as a very large small church. Among those 
outreach ministries are: (1) Grace Montessori School, educating children ages 3 to 9, 
uniquely combining a Montessori educational environment with an optional religious 
component, providing scholarships to one-third of its diverse student body in two state-
of-the-art facilities. (2) Grace Community Foundation, a food bank plus, providing 
supplemental food in a respectful manner to some 700 ethnically, religiously and racially 
diverse persons in need. (3) Adult Literacy Program, bringing respectful, personalized 
education in reading to people from the immediate neighborhood, from teens to 
octogenarians. (4) Weed and Seed Employment Services, not only an employment 
agency for job seekers living in Grace’s federally-designated Weed and Seed 
neighborhood, but also a training center in interviewing and other skills essential to 
finding productive work. (5) IMPACT, working with first-time juvenile offenders 
assigned by the courts to overcome the problems that have led them to commit crimes, 
offering them the possibility of starting over with a clean record. (6) North Penn Legal 
Services, providing free legal advice to clients of the church’s Food, Bank, the GED 
program and the Weed and Seed job counseling service.  (7) AIDS Outreach had been a 
wide-ranging community ministry of Grace Church for more than 15 years until steadily 
dwindling government funding forced its closing on the last day of 2006. 
 
The multiplicity of community programs prompts Malloy to say that Grace Church is 
“more than our outreach programs. We are a community that asks the hard questions in 
life without expecting to find neat or final answers; we seek to honor our children’s 
experiences of God and help them to dream a holy dream for the future; we strive to 
accept people for who they are while inviting them to become all they can be. All of our 
life – our life together and our life of service – emerges from the presence of Christ we 
discover among us when we celebrate the Eucharist. Our liturgy is the heart of our 
corporate life. It is there that we see and touch and taste and hear God’s outrageous 
promises and, in response, embrace God’s outrageous demands.” 
 
Setting his own and the congregation’s experience in a wider context, Malloy referred to 
a recent U.S. News and World Report story in which writer Jay Tolson contends that 
“something curious is happening in the wide world of faith.” Characterized as more than 
a trend and less organized than a movement, Tolson writes that this new development is 
perhaps best described as people engaging in worship featuring “innovative returns to 
tradition … not simply a return to the past … [but] creating something new within the old 
forms.” 
 


